
43 DAYS AGO Louis Hayes @ Ronnies
– An 80th birthday celebration gig!

In the words of Jeremy Pelt, trumpet player, entertainer and super stage
presence, Louis Hayes is the “quintessential” one!

There was style, slickness, concentration and smiles all round from the stage.
Hayes played like the devil: talking to himself, looking down onto the drums,
a scintillating sound created by him.   The crowd’s eyes are on him, whilst
Pelt’s sharp and voracious trumpet hypnotises all.



As an original member of the “Cannonball” Adderley Quintet (Cannonball
also being one of my heroes, it has to be said), Hayes plays impeccably,
effortlessly, the sign of a true gentleman of jazz,  with tracks from Donald
Byrd which make the audience nod along, always a good sign, the first set
flows and flies away.

As the second set starts, Pelt takes to the stage with a vengeance, an
enormous energy radiates from him, infectious, beautiful, the stuff jazz
should be made of. And then a real treat: the band play Coltrane’s “Black
Pearls”, such a classic and innovative track, I find myself staring towards the
stage.

This quartet is tight and sinuous, Grissett on piano, his notes played dazzling
and with tenderness, Douglas on bass, his eyes closed, such absorbed look.

http://jazzineurope.mfmmedia.nl/2017/03/louis-hayes-ronnies-an-80th-birthday-celebration-gig/img_2853-main-insert-article-pic/


And then, there is the wondrous Hayes.  I have to say I was mesmerised by
his humble stage presence, a totally different experience,

Jazz is freedom and has no age, Hayes certainly proved that on the night!

A la prochaîne, Mr. Hayes!

Personnel:

Louis Hayes – drums

Jeremy Pelt – trumpet

Danny Grissett – piano

Dezron Douglas – bass

Words: Erminia Yardley

Photos: Carl Hyde

http://jazzineurope.mfmmedia.nl/2017/03/louis-hayes-ronnies-an-80th-birthday-celebration-gig/img_3072-2nd-main-article-picture/
http://carlhyde.com/

